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Deeds in hours of insight willed

May be through hours of gloom fulfilled ;

and what he says of hours may be also said of
epochs. The lessons which sight has taught us
may be practised, and may increase in use, when
sight is for the time withdrawn. The mind of
the world, and the mind of England especially,
during the particular period we have been
speaking of, was undergoing a momentous ex-
perience, the wisdom taught by which will long
outlive its circumstances. It is that wisdom,
or at least the noblest part of it, that Mr.
Tennyson has assimilated, and which he has
kept alive for all men in his perfect verse. In
the present generation his power has not ceased ;
it has only changed its function. Whereas his
greatest work, as we have said, was moulded by
a past epoch, it may help to mould a coming
one, and to revive the beliefs and feelings it was
itself inspired by. There are some elements in
it, no doubt, that are perishable, but the larger
part of it is enduring ; and Mr. Tennyson
has said much, that when he said it was new to
poetry, which once so said will never become

We have  one   more   observation   to   add,